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The Constitution of the Liberal Party of Canada.  

 Section 33(4): 

 

The Leader is responsible to designate one of the members of the National Policy and Platform 

Committee who is a member of the Caucus (and who, if the Leader is also Prime Minister of 

Canada, is a member of the Cabinet) as the “Caucus Accountability Officer” to report to the 

Council of Presidents and each biennial convention of the Party on the implementation of the 

Party policies by the Caucus.  If the Leader does not make the designation required by this 

Subsection or if the Caucus Accountability Officer does not make the reports required by this 

Subsection, then the Leader must report that fact to the next biennial convention of the Party. 
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Council of Presidents 

Delegates 

 

The 2006 Biennial Convention amended the Constitution of the Liberal Party of Canada such that the 

Leader was given the responsibility to appoint one of the members of the National Policy and Platform 

Committee who is also a member of Caucus as “Caucus Accountability Officer”. 

 

Having been asked to carry out that role and this being the first such report to the Convention, I have 

found this to be a work in progress. 

 

Early on in consultation with the Leader’s office and the National Policy and Platform Committee Chair, 

we determined the main policy resolution the CAO and the Caucus should concentrate on were the 

Priority Resolutions as established by convention.  This report outlines how Caucus members put 

forward these resolutions in Parliament and in the public domain. 

 

I have grouped these resolutions into three categories (I) Resolutions Caucus did really well in pursuing 

(II) Resolutions we did reasonably well and (III) Resolutions on which there is more work to be done. 

 

As well, with Stephen Harper breaking his own election law and calling an election in September 2008, it 

required the Party to establish an Election Platform.  That Platform entitled “ An Action Plan for the 21
st

 

Century,” encompassed many of the resolutions in whole or in part that were prioritized in the 2006 

Biennial Convention.  This report therefore outlines how such resolutions fit within the Election Platform. 

 

In going forward I would suggest that an important part of the Caucus Accountability process is that 

Liberal M.P.’s be made aware of the priority resolutions and the need to act on these through the 

Parliamentary process (questions, motions, products, member’s bills, etc.). 

 

In closing, it has been an honour for me to serve as Caucus Accountability Officer and I want to thank all 

Caucus members both current and past for their dedication and effort in pushing for the implementation 

of policy as established by the Liberal Party of Canada. 

 

I also want to thank our membership from coast to coast to coast who diligently work in discussion and 

debate to foster the policy and development that is the foundation of this great party. 

 

As this report will show, your effort on policy development is being carried forward for the betterment 

of all Canadians and indeed the world. 

 

 

 
Wayne Easter  

M.P. Malpeque 

 

 

Liberal Party of Canada  



 3 

 

GRASSROOTS Accountability: Report Card on 2006 

Leadership and Biennial Convention Resolutions  

 
N o v e m b e r  2 9 – D e c e m b e r  3, 2006  

M o n t r e a l, Q u e b e c  

 

March 18, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LPC Biennial Convention 2009 
 (Resolution number follows in brackets) 
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Group I      

       
 

Funding of Water, Basic Human Right, in developing countries (10) 

 

Rights of Indigenous People and Arctic sovereignty (13) 

 

Canadian Wheat Board (30) 

 

Supply Management (33) 

 

Child Poverty (54) 

 

Early Learning and Child Care (58) 

 

Affordability of Post Secondary Education and Reducing Student Debt (70) 

 

Literacy (71) 

 

Restoration of Funding to Status of Women Canada (80) 

 

The Kelowna Accord (88) 

 

National Water Policy and Water Sovereignty (103) 

 

National Environmental Policy for Canada (107) 

 

Kyoto (108) 

 

National Food Security Policy (115) 

 

Alternate Energy as Economic Development Tool for Rural Canada (116) 

 

Health – Performance Indicators (126) 

 

Preventative Health Programs (131) 
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Group II 

 

 
Fiscal Imbalance (26) 

 

Affordable Housing (37) 

 

Rural Affairs Ministry (112) 

 

Resolution on Cancer Prevention and the Environment (132) 

 

 

 

 

Group III 

 

 
 

Small Arms and Light Weapons Proliferation (7) 

 

Training in a Second Official Language (72) 

 

Gender Parity (82) 
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Group I 
 

10) Funding of Water, Basic Human Right, in developing countries  
 
WHEREAS only 1% of water on earth is fresh water; and WHEREAS fresh water is a shared 
legacy, a public trust and a collective responsibility; and WHEREAS access to clean, fresh water 
is a basic human necessity; and WHEREAS Canada must exercise responsible stewardship 
over this life-giving resource;  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada urge the Government of 
Canada, in national and global trade, to respect water as a common good and basic human 
necessity which is ensured through public ownership; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that government regulation and trade agreements do not treat 
water as a marketable commodity controlled only by the marketplace rules of supply and 
demand.  
 
Liberal Party of Canada in Alberta  
 

Liberal Action:  
 
On September 12, 2007, the Liberal Party called for a Task Force on the protection of Canadian 
water resources and to inform the governments of the U.S. and Mexico that bulk removals from 
Canada’s major basis will not be permitted and that water exports will be excluded from all 
Security and Prosperity Partnership (SPP) or related discussions. 
 
The House of Commons Environment Committee agreed to proceed with a request that the 
Committee undertake an in-depth study of the impact of Alberta’s oilsands development on the 
future of Canada’s freshwater supplies. 
 
Furthermore, our 2008 election platform, An Action Plan for the 21st Century, committed to 
protecting Canada’s water supply by bringing in backstop legislation to ban the bulk export of 
water, and taking a strong stand against risky U.S. diversions of water systems that affect 
Canada. 
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13) Rights of Indigenous People and Arctic sovereignty  
 

WHEREAS Canada has typically been a world leader on human rights issues, but not when it 
comes to our First Peoples; and  
 

WHEREAS the Government was one of only two nations on the Human Rights Council to vote 
against a United Nations draft declaration on human rights of Indigenous peoples; and reversed 
the support of the previous government; and  
 

WHEREAS the failure to put Canada’s name to this non-binding declaration, that was years in 
the making, is shameful and an insult to Aboriginal Canadians; and  
 

WHEREAS the current government has committed to make military investments to enhance 
Canada’s Arctic Sovereignty while failing to recognize that the key to sovereignty in the North 
cannot be achieved without the cooperation of the Dene, Métis, Nunavut and Yukon first nations; 
and  
 

WHEREAS the current government has failed to honour Canada’s Kyoto Protocol commitments 
and global warming is impacting the lives and livelihood of Northern Aboriginals;  
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada urges the Government of Canada to vote in 
favour of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People when it comes 
before the United Nations General Assembly; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Government of Canada develop a comprehensive arctic 
sovereignty strategy that addresses issues such as trade, Arctic water pollution, regulations for 
shipping traffic, and aeronautics regulation. This includes a review of the Berger report and 
working with Nunavut to address the issues identified in the Report.  
 

National Liberal Caucus  
 

Liberal Action:  
 

The Critic for Aboriginal Affairs has demanded numerous times in the House of Commons and 
Committees that the Government support the UN Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous 
People.  
 
The Critic for Northern Affairs had demanded on numerous occasions that the Conservative 
Government develop and release a comprehensive Northern Strategy. He has also tabled a 
Private Members' Bill to counteract the unacceptable announcement by the Conservative 
Government that the armed forces would be dumping sewage and waste food into Arctic waters. 
 

The 2008 election platform, An Action Plan for the 21st Century, contained a commitment to 
the necessary resources to complete the mapping of the seabed in Canada’s arctic by 2013 to 
strengthen our Northern sovereignty as well as a commitment to work with Northern 
communities and territorial governments to find ways to mitigate the effects of climate change 
and to support innovation and research on cold-climate technologies. This included a 
commitment to be a significant financial partner with the Yukon government in funding the 
proposed Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Cluster in Whitehorse and to look for similar 
opportunities to nurture research and development in the Northwest Territories and Nunavut.  
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30) Canadian Wheat Board  
 
WHEREAS subsidization and protectionist policies of other nations prohibit the individual farmer 
from effectively negotiating a fair price for wheat; and  
 
WHEREAS the Canadian Wheat Board, acting on behalf of farmers, has been largely effective in 
doing so;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada maintain and support the Canadian Wheat 
Board.  
 
Liberal Party of Canada (Manitoba)  
 

Liberal Action:  
 
We have not only continued to demonstrate our support for the Canadian Wheat Board (CWB) in 
the House through questions, speeches and Motions but have worked aggressively through the 
Agriculture Committees of the House and Senate to demonstrate our continued support. 
  
We have moved in the House three Concurrence Report Motions to support the demand of 
western grain producers for a fair and honest plebiscite process on each of those occasions 
have received the support of the majority of MP’s in the votes on those Motions.  
 
We have tabled legislation in the House and Senate ensuring that farmers through their elected 
board of directors maintain control over the Canadian Wheat Board.  
 
Our continued support for the CWB was contained in the report prepared for the Leader entitled 
Canadian Farmers: Targeted Action for Results as well as the 2008 election platform, An Action 
Plan for the 21st Century, “Strong Rural and Northern Canada”.  
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33) Supply Management  
 
WHEREAS the Canadian agriculture and agri-food sector is integral to our high standard of 
living and quality of life; and  
 
WHEREAS the Liberal Party of Canada committed in the 2004 Moving Canada Forward 
Platform Bulletin on Supporting Canada’s Farmers to defend orderly marketing systems, 
including supply management systems for dairy, poultry, and eggs; and  
 
WHEREAS the Prime Minister’s Caucus Task Force on Future Opportunities in Farming 
recommended that the federal government continue to uphold our orderly marketing systems on 
all fronts and against all challenges; and  
 
WHEREAS there are immediate threats to the import controls pillar, thereby threatening one of 
the three pillars upon which supply management stands; and  
 
WHEREAS these threats are leading to the erosion of the domestic market for dairy, poultry, and 
eggs;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada urge the federal government to reaffirm its 
commitment to supply management and the sectors under supply management whose 
producers provide Canadians with the highest quality of dairy, poultry, and egg products; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada urge the federal government to 
formally recognize and reflect in agriculture and trade initiatives the three pillars of supply 
management as: import controls, producer pricing, and production planning; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada urge the federal government to 
reflect their commitment to supply management and the three pillars through the realization of 
new tariff rate quotas for dairy products under Canada’s WTO commitments.  
 
Liberal Party of Canada (Ontario)  
 

Liberal Action:  
 
Since the Convention the Caucus has during the course of speeches and during the work of the 
Agriculture Committees of both the House and the Senate, continued voicing our long standing 
position of support for our supply management commodity sector and the institution of supply 
management.  
 
Support was recently articulated in the report prepared for the Leader entitled Canadian 
Farmers: Targeted Action for Results and confirmed in the 2008 election platform, An Action 
Plan for the 21st Century, “Strong Rural and Northern Canada”.  
  
.  
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54) Child Poverty  
 
WHEREAS in spite of record government surpluses, 1,201,000 children, or nearly one in six of 
Canada’s children, remain in poverty. This is despite continued growth, rising employment and 
strong job creation, child poverty remains stuck at 17.6%; and  
 
WHEREAS child poverty rates for Aboriginal, immigrant and children in visible minority groups 
are more than twice the average for all children, and the poverty rate for children with disabilities 
is 27.7%;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada urge the Government of Canada to 
coordinate with the provinces and continue its efforts to combat child poverty, with such 
initiatives as early learning and child care, the Canada Child Tax Benefit and driven by a public 
non-profit sector; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in an effort to reduce poverty among children the Canada 
Child Tax Benefit be raised to $4,900 per child annually.  
 
Liberal Party of Canada (Ontario)  
Saskatchewan Liberal Association  
National Liberal Caucus  
 

Liberal Action:  
 
Caucus members and critics raised the issue of child poverty in the House through questions 
and debates. 
 
The 2008 election platform included The Liberal 30-50 Plan to Reduce Poverty, a 
comprehensive plan to dramatically reduce the number of Canadians living below the poverty 
line by at least 30 per cent and cut in half the number of children living in poverty in five years. 
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58) Early Learning and Child Care  
 
WHEREAS only about one in five of the two million young children in Canada have access to a 
regulated early learning and child care space; and  
 
WHEREAS the lack of access to high quality care continues to keep women, especially single 
mothers, in poverty making it impossible for women to fully participate in the economic, social, 
cultural and political life of their communities; and  
 
WHEREAS the Liberal Party of Canada recognizes the beginning role that early learning and/or 
child care programs play in the education and development of Canadian children; and  
 
WHEREAS remuneration for well-qualified child care workers is inadequate. This results in 
difficulty with both the recruitment and retention of qualified child care workers;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that a Liberal Government undertake to develop an organized system of early 
childhood development guided by four key principles -quality, universally inclusive, accessible, 
and developmental (QUAD) – similar to the initiative that was developed by the previous federal 
Liberal Government; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Government of Canada tie provincial and territorial 
accountability to plans that include timelines and targets for using federal funds to build a 
universal, publicly-funded system, recognizing that provinces and territories will develop their 
own priorities and related plans; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Government of Canada provide the recognition and 
respect for parents, children and child care workers, by ensuring remuneration for child care 
workers reflects the level of education and responsibility of those workers; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Government of Canada maintain current federal funding 
commitments under the Early Childhood Development and Multilateral Framework Agreements 
by committing to increasing the funding available in line with budget surpluses.  
 
National Liberal Caucus 
Liberal Party of Nova Scotia 
Liberal Party of Canada (Ontario) 
Liberal Party of Prince Edward Island 
Liberal Party of Canada – Yukon 
Liberal Party of Canada in Alberta  
 
Liberal Action:  
 
Canada was making strides forward under the previous Liberal government as all ten provinces 
had signed agreements with the federal government on early learning and child care based on a 
nationally-shared vision; many questions were raised with the government on their lack of 
commitment to early learning and childcare as well as Standing Orders. 
 
Included under the 2008 election platform, An Action Plan for the 21st Century, was a 
commitment that a new Liberal government would invest $1.25 billion each year to give parents 
access to the affordable early learning and child care they need. 
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70) Affordability of Post Secondary Education and Reducing Student Debt  
 
WHEREAS post secondary education provides young Canadians with the knowledge and skills 
necessary to be successful in the global economy; and  
 
WHEREAS post secondary education has a positive impact on earning capacity and standard of 
living; and  
 
WHEREAS the current levels of tuition have led to increased student debt levels and lessened 
the affordability of post secondary education; and  
 
WHEREAS the burden of student loan repayment reduces the amount of disposable income that 
would otherwise be invested directly in the national economy; and  
 
WHEREAS the current annual tax credit for interest payable on outstanding student loans is 
minimal;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Canadian government continue to make the affordability of post-
secondary education an issue of national importance and to consider innovative ways to 
increase the affordability of post-secondary education such as grants, bursaries as well as 
higher tax credits for the interest paid on student loans, to all students qualified to enroll in post 
secondary education with a view to reducing and eliminating student debt loads; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Canadian government introduce a stand-alone post-
secondary education fund to be governed by a Canada Education Act and that the Act outline 
responsibilities for the federal and provincial governments, establish principles, enable 
enforcement and determine long-term and stable funding formulae.  
 
Liberal Party of Canada (Ontario)  
 

Liberal Action:  
 
The 2008 Liberal election platform, An Action Plan for the 21st Century, “Providing Access to 
Postsecondary Education,” included a plan to help make post-secondary education accessible 
to every Canadian by boosting and simplifying existing support for students, and offering more 
tax credits and student loans to apprentices.  
 
Existing tuition and education tax credits for full-time post-secondary students would be replaced 
with an Education Grant payable to each student every three months – at the same time as the 
GST rebate is paid to most students.  
 
When combined with the GST rebate received by most students, this new grant  
would be worth $1,000 per full-time undergraduate, postgraduate or college student per year. In 
addition the plan offered an additional tax credit worth $250  
for students who work (therefore benefiting from the platform’s refundable employment credit 
even if they do not earn sufficient income to pay federal income taxes).  
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The platform also included a plan to create a 20-year education endowment fund worth $25 
billion. The fund would allow the government at full implementation to provide 200,000 needs-
based bursaries of up to $3,500 per year and 100,000 access bursaries of up to $4,000 per 
year.  
 
In addition, the 2008 election platform included a commitment to putting an end to high interest 
rates for students by providing all students with a new lower lending rate of only a half a percent 
above the prime rate; a plan to work with the provinces to design new student loan programs 
that will increase access for under-represented groups such as Aboriginal Canadians; and end 
the payment grace period for students immediately after graduation from 6 months to 2 years 
(interest-free); extending the time period that individuals have to repay their student loans; 
making the existing $400-a-month education tax credit available to apprentices and become 
eligible for the guaranteed $5,000 student loan. Restoring the $44 million in funding to the 
Student Summer Jobs Program cut by the Conservatives was also committed. 
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71) Literacy  
 
REAFFIRMING the call to implement a pan-Canadian adult literacy strategy that will provide 
leadership and funding for literacy service providers; and  
 
WHEREAS literacy programming, especially literacy support for adults, is a key component of 
any government’s efforts to ensure all Canadians have adequate skills to participate in the new 
economy; and  
 
WHEREAS the Liberal Party of Canada understands the urgency and complexities of dealing 
with low adult literacy skills and will provide the leadership and financial commitment for a 
marked improvement in adult literacy skills; and  
 
WHEREAS the Government cuts to literacy programs targeted the most vulnerable low-income 
Canadians and literacy coalitions across the country;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada urge the Government of Canada to 
immediately reinstate and, indeed, increase financial support for adult literacy programs; and  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada urge the Government to provide assurances 
to Canadians that unilateral funding cuts will not be brought forward in the next budget.  
 
Liberal Party of Nova Scotia  
New Brunswick Liberal Association  
National Women’s Liberal Commission  
 

Liberal Action: 
 
The Liberal Opposition condemned the cuts and called for the restoration of funding. These calls 
were made in Committee, the House of Commons and in various statements by Caucus 
Members and the Leader. On September 24, 2008, then Liberal Leader Stéphane Dion said that 
a Liberal government would restore funding for adult literacy.  
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80) Restoration of Funding to Status of Women Canada  
 
WHEREAS the Conservative government removed the word “equality” from the stated goals of 
the Status of Women Canada; and  
 
WHEREAS under a Liberal government the Federal department of the Status of Women enjoyed 
funding of over $23 million annually; and  
 
WHEREAS the Conservative government has significantly reduced this funding; and  
 
WHEREAS it is widely recognized that the value of financial support provided to women’s 
organizations in Canada to carry out research and provide services to women are extremely 
important in raising the standard of women’s equality in Canada;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that The Liberal Party of Canada advocate the restoration of funding to the 
Status of Women Canada to pre-October 2006 levels and promote the return of “equality” to the 
department’s mandate.  
 
National Women’s Liberal Commission  
 

Liberal Action:  
 
The Liberal Women’s Caucus, after holding meetings across the Canada, drafted The Pink 
Book: A Policy Framework for Canada’s Future, Volume 1 and Volume 2 outlining a progressive 
course that it essential not only to the advancement of Canadian women, but to the success of 
our country in the years ahead. It outlined that a future Liberal government must focus its efforts 
on advancing the equality and economic status of women. 
 
The 2008 Liberal election platform, An Action Plan for the 21st Century, “A Fairer Canada – 
Women’s Equality,” included a commitment to repair the damage done by the Conservatives and 
ensure it cannot happen again by:  
 
� re-designating “equality” as the main goal of the Women’s Program at Status of Women 
Canada;  

� over-turning changes to the funding rules of the Women’s Program, so that groups 
advocating for women’s rights can again apply for resources;  

� reopening the Status of Women regional offices on which women rely for assistance and 
information;  

� reinstating and doubling the funding for the Court Challenges Program to help remove the 
financial barriers that can stop Canadians from exercising their constitutional rights; and  

� creating an independent Commissioner for Gender Equality, reporting to Parliament, to 
ensure that legislation and policies of the Government of Canada are examined with an 
equality lens. 
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88) The Kelowna Accord  
 
WHEREAS the Government of Canada entered into the Kelowna Accord with the governments 
of the provinces and territories and with Canada’s Aboriginal leadership with the agreed goals of 
narrowing and ultimately eliminating the troubling gaps between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
Canadians that exist in the areas of education, skills development, health care, housing, access 
to clean water and employment in order to dramatically improve the socio-economic conditions 
of Aboriginal people in Canada; and  
 
WHEREAS the Conservative government has failed to honour and implement the obligations 
agreed to under the Kelowna Accord; and  
 
WHEREAS the national organizations representing the First Nations, the Métis Nation and Inuit 
Peoples continue to call on the Government of Canada to honour and implement the Kelowna 
Accord; and  
 
WHEREAS Mr. Paul Martin, Member of Parliament (LaSalle-Emard), introduced Bill C-292 An 
Act to Implement the Kelowna Accord in the House of Commons in spring 2006. This Act 
requires the Government of Canada to fulfill its obligations under the Kelowna Accord; and  
 
WHEREAS this Bill C-292 An Act to Implement the Kelowna Accord recently passed second 
reading in the House of Commons with a vote of 159 – 123 and has been referred to Committee 
for review; and  
 
WHEREAS Gary Merasty, Member of Parliament (Desnethé-Missinippi-Churchill River) 
introduced an Aboriginal Affairs Committee motion calling on the Conservative government to 
implement the Kelowna Accord, which passed in the House of Commons with a vote of 160 to 
113;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada urge the Government of Canada to 
immediately take all measures necessary to fully implement the terms of the accord, known as 
the “Kelowna Accord”, that was concluded on November 25, 2005, at Kelowna, British Columbia, 
by the Prime Minister of Canada, the first ministers of each of the provinces and territories of 
Canada and the leaders of the Assembly of First Nations, the Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami, the Métis 
National Council, the Native Women’s Association of Canada and the Congress of Aboriginal 
Peoples.  
 
Aboriginal Peoples Commission  
 

Liberal Action: 
 
Caucus members raised questions of the government and fostered public debate on the need 
for the government to honour the Kelowna Accord. 
 
The 2008 Liberal election platform, An Action Plan for the 21st Century, “A New Relationship 
with Canada’s First Nations, Inuit and Metis,” included a plan to return to the commitments of the 
Kelowna Accord, by gradually meeting a level of $1 billion per year in new funding.  Kelowna’s 
commitment of $5 billion over a five year span would have been reached, enabling the 
achievement clear and reasonable targets to improve aboriginal health, education and housing 
outcomes both on reserve and off reserve.  
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103) National Water Policy and Water Sovereignty  
 
WHEREAS water is critical to our ecosystems, human health, agriculture and industry; and  
 
WHEREAS massive inter-basin diversions of water and ground water extractions for bottled 
water have all been considered as options for water export and all may have an adverse effect; 
and  
 
WHEREAS the provinces of Ontario, Quebec, and eight of the United States purported to enter 
into agreements dealing with the Great Lakes and diversions and withdrawals of water therefrom 
although such agreements are outside of their jurisdiction; and  
 
WHEREAS water may be considered a tradeable good under NAFTA, thus putting water at risk 
of being treated as a commodity under NAFTA; and  
 
WHEREAS there is a significant lack of research on the impact of diversions and withdrawals on 
the relationship between groundwater, surface water and watersheds; and on Great Lakes’ 
water levels and flows;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that Canada assert its sovereignty over all boundary waters, including the 
Great Lakes, by:  
 
1. imposing a moratorium on further diversions or withdrawals from such waters until 
adequate research has been conducted;  

2. negotiating exemptions of water from international trade agreements; and  
3. conducting research, in cooperation with the provinces, into the effects of withdrawals 
and diversions, the relationship of groundwater, surface water and watersheds to provide 
objective scientific data.  

 
Liberal Party of Canada (Ontario)  
 

Liberal Action:  
 
The House of Commons Environment Committee agreed to proceed with his request that the 
Committee undertake an in-depth study of the impact of Alberta’s oilsands development on the 
future of Canada’s freshwater supplies. 
  
The 2008 Election platform, An Action Plan for the 21st Century, “Safeguarding our Water,” 
included a plan to implement a National Water Strategy using regulations, monitoring, 
enforcement and new investment, to clean up our waterways– and keep them clean.  
 
The $400 million investment in a Canada Water Fund would:  

• increase monitoring and reporting of the quantity and quality of Canadian water; 
• clean up our waterways, including “hot spots” in the Great Lakes, the St. Lawrence and 
Lake Winnipeg;  

• research the impact of emerging pollutants in water on human and aquatic ecosystem 
health;  

• fight invasive species, such as the sea lamprey or zebra mussel;  
• map Canada’s underground aquifers that supply our drinking water, so we  
• know where our groundwater comes from and how it is affected by human activities; and  
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• support the on-farm and community-based fresh water development programs of the 
Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration.  

 
Priorities would be informed and coordinated by a National Water Council, with  
membership from all orders of government, First Nations, industry, research  
institutes and community stakeholders.  
 
Liberal caucus is committed to protecting Canada’s water supply by standing up for Canadian 
control over our waters and bringing in backstop legislation to ban the bulk export of water, and 
taking a strong stand against risky U.S. diversions of water systems that affect Canada. Banning 
the dumping of raw sewage into our waterways and fully exercise federal regulatory authority to 
stop over-contamination of waterways, especially in areas of serious stress like the Athabasca 
River are needed.  
 
The 2008 election platform also included a plan for a Water Efficiency Act which would set 
standards for products used in Canada and create consumer labeling standard for water-
efficient products. 
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107) National Environmental Policy for Canada  
 
WHEREAS, a healthy and balanced environment is essential for long-term sustenance and 
survival of our plant and animal species as well as for the health and safety of the urban and 
rural human population; and  
 
WHEREAS, a healthy environment of clean air, water, and land is essential for Canada’s 
growing economy and industrial expansion and for the well-being and opportunities of future 
generations (indeed, without a sustainable environment our sustainability is seriously 
jeopardized); and  
 
WHEREAS, the previous Liberal Government of Canada signed the Kyoto Accord which now 
needs to be expanded to further enhance environmental health standards within Canada and 
the world; and  
 
WHEREAS, federal, provincial, industrial, and individual cooperation is necessary in resolving 
environmental issues including clean energy sources, water management, agro chemical 
management, clean air standards, and food safety standards; and  
 
WHEREAS, there is a need for the Liberal Party of Canada to direct the Government of Canada 
to increase research and funding into the development of new technologies that will enhance 
environmental safety, protection and sustainability;  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada develop a comprehensive 
national environmental policy that ensures clean air, water, land and protects our plant and 
animal species, and provides a safe and healthy environment including a safe and secure food 
supply; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Canada reinstate the Kyoto Accord, expand on it and work to 
cooperate with the provinces, industry, and individuals to achieve a sustainable and healthy 
environment.  
 
Liberal Party of Canada in Alberta  
 

Liberal Action:  
 
Extensive.  
 
Various plans have been presented including: Balancing our Carbon Budget, Building a 
Sustainable Future for Canada – Stéphane Dion’s Energy and Climate Change Plan, and the 
2008 Election platform’s “A Greener Canada.” 
  
The Liberal Party was also able to secure the passage of Hon. John Godfrey’s private member’s 
bill to create a Federal National Sustainable Development Strategy.  The bill provides the legal 
framework for developing and 
implementing a Federal Sustainable Development Strategy that will make 
environmental decision-making more transparent and accountable to Parliament. 
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108) Kyoto  
 
WHEREAS Liberals across the country acknowledge that climate change is Canada’s single 
biggest environmental challenge;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Liberal Party of Canada urge the Government of Canada to 
support unconditionally Canada’s commitment to the Kyoto Protocol and commit immediately to 
constructive negotiations relating to the post-Kyoto period; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada urge the Government of Canada 
to commit to a national action plan to meet Canada’s Kyoto objectives including the following 
elements:  
 
1. Regulation of greenhouse gas emissions;  
2. Financial support for the promotion of energy-conservation measures;  
3. Financial support for the generation of clean energy;  
4. Financial support of research and development into clean energy;  
5. Public education on the effects of climate change and how individual action can make a 
difference; and  

6. Supporting international measures to fight climate change under Kyoto, such as the 
Clean Development Mechanism.  

 
National Liberal Caucus  
Liberal Party of Canada (Ontario)  
Liberal Party of Nova Scotia  
Liberal Party of Canada -Yukon  
Liberal Party of Canada (Québec)  
 

Liberal Action:  
 
Extensive. Lost vote.  
 
Various plans on reducing green house gas emissions have been produced including: Balancing 
our Carbon Budget, Building a Sustainable Future for Canada – Stéphane Dion’s Energy and 
Climate Change Plan and the 2008 Liberal election platform, An Action Plan for the 21st 
Century, “A Greener Canada”.  
 
Liberal MPs have also been very vocal on the continuance of GHG reduction programs such 
Energuide, the Wind Power Production Incentive, the Renewable Power Production Incentive, 
and the One Tonne Challenge.
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115) National Food Security Policy  
 
WHEREAS government agricultural programs and policies in recent years have been designed 
on the premise of a successful outcome of the Doha round of WTO negotiations – talks aimed at 
reducing domestic supports, increasing market access, eliminating export subsidies and 
maintaining our supply management system as well as the Canadian Wheat Board; and  
 
WHEREAS these talks have failed, making decisive action necessary to help Canadian 
producers face a new economic and policy reality; and  
 
WHEREAS Canadian producers must have sustainable incomes and all partners in the agri-food 
production chain deserve the opportunity to succeed and be profitable; and  
 
WHEREAS Canada has no formal strategy to maintain a safe, affordable food supply;  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada supports setting as a national 
priority the establishment of a fully-funded and long-term National Food Security Policy which 
views the nation’s ability to produce safe and reliable agricultural products as an issue of 
national sovereignty and security; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada supports the provision of an 
immediate and one-time cash investment into the agricultural sectors, at the primary producer 
level, of $3.66 billion.  
 
National Liberal Caucus  
 

Liberal Action: 
 
In 2008, the Liberal Caucus established a Food caucus to articulate the Liberal vision of a 
comprehensive food policy for Canada. The first national food summit occurred in January 2009 
by connecting some 26 ridings on the internet. The comprehensive food policy would include 
food safety and security for food supplies - both domestic and international. The summit and 
work going forward will place a strong emphasis on concerns of the agricultural and fisheries 
sectors. 
 
Caucus members have raised questions in Parliament and at Committee on the government’s 
handling  of food safety issues.  
 
In the 2008 election platform, An Action Plan for the 21st Century, the Liberal Party put 
forward the following position on food safety: 
 
Canadians have been alarmed by the recent tragic events caused by unsafe food making it to 
our store shelves. The flurry of recalls followed a government decision to have food inspectors 
spend less time on the plant floor. Furthermore, the Conservatives developed plans to further 
reduce the role of inspectors. The Liberal Party believes that it is important to learn the lessons 
of the Walkerton tragedy and put a real focus on ensuring that the food that we all eat is as safe 
as it can be.  
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To ensure that lunch meats and other foods are safe for all of us, a Liberal government will 
invest an additional $50 million to build a more robust food safety-net. We want to get inspectors 
back on floors of the plant, focusing on keeping the food we eat safe rather than paperwork.  
Through the recruitment of more inspectors, ensuring inspectors have access to the best 
technology and expanding inspection efforts of both home grown and imported foods, 
Canadians will be able to have greater faith in the food we all eat. More inspection means more 
safety for all Canadians. 
 
Also, the 2008 Liberal platform pledged to improve the health and sovereignty of Canadian fish 
stock: 
 
We will work to improve the health of critical fish stock health, by pursuing cod stock and salmon 
stock recovery initiatives to improve the abundance and diversity of our fish, working in 
partnership with communities, industry, and provincial and territorial governments. We will apply 
a number of tools, such as reinvesting in habitat conservation and creating new protected areas 
including the world’s first international protected area to protect the vital cod nursery from foreign 
over-fishing on the Tail of the Grand Banks.  We will invest in research and controls to ensure 
Canadian fisheries are managed in a sustainable manner, to protect ocean health, fishing 
communities, and capitalize on world export markets for sustainable fisheries products. 
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116) Alternate Energy as Economic Development Tool for Rural Canada  
 
WHEREAS wind farms, carbon sinks, bio-diesel and ethanol plants are all important 
components on the road to converting to a greener and cleaner energy sector and are all well-
suited to taking root in rural Canada; and  
 
WHEREAS wind farms and carbon sinks could generate extra income for farmers while 
generating green and clean energy for all of Canada;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada support the establishment of new wind farms 
in rural Canada. The farms should be capable of producing a combined minimum of 10,000 MW 
and enhance domestic manufacturing capacity;  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada supports the implementation of a 
policy that would call for a mandatory minimum of a 10 per cent ethanol component with respect 
to the composition of gasoline and a 10 per cent bio-diesel component with respect to diesel 
fuel; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada supports policies and increased 
investments in grown-and-made-in-Canada ethanol, bio-diesel, solar power and tidal power 
production.  
 
National Liberal Caucus  
 

Liberal Action:  
 
Various plans apply including: Balancing our Carbon Budget, Building a Sustainable Future for 
Canada – Stéphane Dion’s Energy and Climate Change Plan, and the 2008 Senate Report on 
Agriculture. 
 
Finally, we will give farmers the tools they need to become more energy efficient and less reliant 
on fossil fuels. Farms that invest in green technologies such as anaerobic digesters or biomass 
production will benefit from an accelerated capital cost allowance.  A Liberal government will 
also create a $250-million Green Farms Fund to provide rebates that will reduce the up-front 
cost of these technologies and invest in research. This is on top of the Emissions Reduction 
Credit, part of the Liberal platform, which will provide $400 million over four years for refundable 
tax credits to industries such as farming that are achieving real, verified reductions in their 
emissions. 
 
The 2008 Liberal Election platform, An Action Plan for the 21st Century, “A Strategy for Clean 
Energy” outlined that a Liberal government will ensure that Canada embraces green energy 
solutions, helping us make the shift from polluting energy to cleaner sources, in order to remain 
competitive in the carbon-constrained global economy of the future.  
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126) Health – Performance Indicators  
 
WHEREAS Canadians are entitled to transparent fiscal and quality accountability for all health 
services paid from Canadian tax dollars; and  
 
WHEREAS preventable medical errors result in as many as 24,000 deaths in Canada each year 
and one in 13 patients who receive care in Canadian hospitals suffers an adverse event 
stemming from drug overdoses, inadequate or faulty devices, insufficient monitoring by medical 
personnel and communication errors; and  
 
WHEREAS the sustainability of our public health system is jeopardized by the staggering 
economic costs related to preventable medical errors, with patients spending more than one 
million extra days in hospital being treated for complications of their care; and  
 
WHEREAS extensive research confirms that commitment to “Quality” care could save up to 30% 
of the Health Care budget (reference: Dr. D. Berwick, Harvard University); and  
 
WHEREAS “Quality” Care is defined to include all of the following dimensions: Timely Access, 
Clinical Competence, Appropriateness, Efficiency, Acceptability, Effectiveness, Continuity, 
Safety (of patient and care provider) and Accountability; and  
 
WHEREAS there is no standard process with well-defined criteria to establish, monitor and 
regulate “Quality” service across this nation;  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada urge the Government of 
Canada and the National Health Council to:  
 
1. Establish and implement clear Performance Indicators and measurable Standards of 
Practice for all medical care that is paid from Canadian tax dollars (Reference: Canadian 
Council on Health Services Accreditation descriptors and dimensions which define 
Quality).  

2. Monitor and enforce Performance Indicators and Standards of Practice across Canada.  
 
Liberal Party of Canada (Alberta)  
Seniors Liberal Commission  
 

Liberal Action: 
 
The Liberal Caucus have continued to advocate for pan-Canadian indicators and transparent 
reporting of health care performance. 
 
With the recent addition of Alberta and Québec to the Canadian Institute of Health Information, 
there is now an increased capacity for pan-Canadian surveillance of health care performance. 
 
Most recently with the funding threat to the Health Council of Canada, Caucus has fought hard 
for its continued support as one of the most important recommendations of the Romanow 
Commission.  
 
Caucus advocated for increased investments in e-health and the electronic health record. The 
additional $500M for Infoway in the 2009 Budget should be helpful in increasing the quality of 
health care and decreasing medical error. 
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131) Preventative Health Programs  
 
WHEREAS there are many illnesses and conditions that are preventable and if thus prevented 
the well-being of Canadians increases and the cost of health care decreases; and  
 
WHEREAS many senior citizens suffer serious injuries that are costly to treat and many of these 
injuries are preventable through home improvement aids and seniors’ home help programs; and  
 
WHEREAS such conditions include obesity, childhood malnutrition, fetal alcohol syndrome and 
diseases for which inoculations are available; and WHEREAS funding for health agencies and 
preventative health programs has declined over the last ten years;  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada urge the Government of 
Canada to:  
 
1. Renew its commitment to public health agencies and preventative health programs.  
2. Promote healthy lifestyle choices through education programs, food security guarantees, 
accurate nutritional reports, and inoculations; and  

3. Partner with the provinces to promote healthy lifestyle choices through coordinated 
programs, regulations, legislation and joint funding.  

 
Liberal Party of Canada in Alberta  
 
Liberal Action:  
 
Caucus members have been consistent in raising questions in Parliament and at Committee on 
health care. The Liberal 2008 election platform, An Action Plan for the 21st Century, outlined 
our position: 
 
In order to build back the confidence that Canadians will get the health care they need when 
they need it, a Liberal government will work with a renewed spirit of cooperation with all 
provincial and territorial governments to sustain and improve Canada’s publicly funded health 
system and to build comprehensive policies that prevent illness wherever possible. The 
provinces and territories will once again know that they have a real partner in Ottawa. 
 
Prevention and Health Promotion  
 

A Liberal government will honour the original goal of Medicare: to keep Canadians well, not just 
to patch us up once we got sick.  The ever-increasing costs of our health care demonstrate that 
it is not sustainable for us just to fund a “sickness care” system.  The sustainability of our 
cherished health care system will require Canadians to make healthy choices and use the 
system wisely.  
 
A Liberal government will reinstate the popular Canadian Health Network web-site to provide up-
to-date, authoritative information on healthy living and disease prevention.  We will also support 
work to develop a comprehensive set of evidence-based clinical guidelines, such as for breast 
cancer diagnosis, which can be disseminated to health professionals and to all Canadians on 
the site.  That way, new research and best practices can be available to all Canadians no matter 
where they live.   
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A Liberal government will end the Conservatives’ ideological war against harm reduction when it 
comes to drug policy.  All scientific evidence indicates that Insite – North America’s first legal 
supervised injection site located in Vancouver – saves lives.  It has won widespread support 
from the international scientific community, from the Vancouver police and from the residents of 
Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside.  The Conservative government is killing the project by refusing 
to provide additional funding for it.  The Conservatives even forced Insite to go to the BC 
Supreme Court to overturn the Conservative government’s decision to end Insite’s exemption 
from some of Canada’s drug laws – a decision the Conservatives have decided to appeal.  A 
Liberal government will stop the appeal, reverse the short-sighted decisions on funding and 
ensure that that Insite has the funding and legal protection it needs to continue saving lives.  
Furthermore, no Liberal cabinet minister will ever question the ethics of Canada’s doctors and 
nurses for supporting harm reduction programs such as Insite – as the Conservative Health 
Minister did earlier this year – because we believe that it is turning your back on people who run 
the risk of dying that it is truly unethical. 
 
In order to reach the goal of having the healthiest possible Canadians, we need to be able to 
properly measure health outcomes. From asbestos related diseases, to the effects of pollution, 
learning disabilities to brain tumours, we need better data than is currently available.  
 
A Liberal government will work with provinces and territories to begin the process of a pan-
Canadian profile of infectious and chronic diseases, mental illness and injuries.  

 
We will also expand the Canadian Health Measures Survey, to provide much-needed 
information to help evaluate the risk factors for, and extent of, major health concerns such as 
diabetes, obesity, hypertension, cardiovascular disease, exposure to infectious diseases, and 
exposure to environmental contaminants.  
 
Promoting good health is just as important as preventing disease. We will invest in community 
sports facilities so that Canadians across the country can access quality sports facilities in their 
communities.  
 
And of course, at a time when environmental risks, including exposure to harmful contaminants, 
are damaging the health of Canadians and causing deaths, the strong Liberal environmental 
strategy will help protect Canadians – and especially our children – from the harmful health 
effects of polluted air and water and toxic substances in our products.   
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Group II 
 

26) Fiscal Imbalance 
  
WHEREAS the Canadian federation exists through its Constitution and establishes two levels of 
government; and  
 
WHEREAS the federal, provincial and territorial levels of government work together towards 
common goals, all the while allowing the constituent entities to adopt autonomous measures 
which allow them to preserve their unique character; and  
 
WHEREAS governments face a number of challenges in order to balance their budgets and 
provinces face the greatest financial pressure because of their jurisdiction over health, 
education, roads and municipal infrastructure; and  
 
WHEREAS the financing of the Canadian federation must be fair throughout the country, 
considering that provinces have the freedom to make choices in their own jurisdictions; and  
 
WHEREAS the federal Liberal government attempted to relieve the provinces’ fiscal pressures 
by creating infrastructure programs, and signing the 2000 and 2004 deals in health care, and the 
2005 New Deal for Communities;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada recognize the relevance of some of the 
provincial governments’ preoccupations regarding the existence of a fiscal imbalance; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada create a task force to study the 
question of fiscal imbalance and that it propose concrete long term solutions; and  
 
BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that a new Liberal government begin a multilateral and 
intergovernmental consultation process with all provinces and territories so as to find a common 
solution to the question of fiscal imbalance; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a new Liberal government invite its provincial and territorial 
partners to negotiations leading to a long term solution of the question of fiscal imbalance, while 
taking into account:  
 
1. the public finances of the federation as a whole;  
2. the division of powers;  
3. the need of each government to reduce its debt;  
4. the various priorities that the provinces decide to fund; and  
5. a way to circumscribe the federal spending power.  

 
Liberal Party of Canada (Quebec)  
 

 
 
Liberal Action: 
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The notion of how to fund government and service delivery is certainly a key aspect of the 
infrastructure file. In this regard, the Liberal Urban Communities Caucus has traveled throughout 
Canada meeting with municipal, provincial, and community stakeholders to discuss how the 
federal government can be a partner with municipalities.  
 
The Caucus recently released a report entitled Foundations for a Nation, Towards a Richer, 
Greener and Fairer Canada. There is recognition within the report that Canadian municipalities 
are trying to meet 21st-century challenges using a 19th century funding model and that this has 
to change. The report makes a number of recommendations to the Leader, including:  
 
The Urban Communities Caucus recommends:  
17. A Liberal government engage provincial governments and municipal officials to study 
ways the funding model for municipalities can be improved  

18. A Liberal government invite municipal representatives to all intergovernmental 
discussions that affect their interests  

 
The 2008 Election platform, An Action Plan for the 21st Century, “The Liberal Plan for a More 
Prosperous Canada,” outlined the necessity to continue sound fiscal management under a 
Liberal government. 
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37) Affordable Housing  
 
WHEREAS, as Liberals, we believe that all our citizens must have access to affordable and 
quality housing; provided by programs (but not limited to) such as: the Affordable Housing 
Initiative, the Supporting Communities Partnership Initiative (SCPI), the Residential 
Rehabilitation Assistance Program (RRAP), and Aboriginal Housing on and off-reserve; and  
 
WHEREAS the housing needs of many Canadians, including seniors, new families, and 
Aboriginals, is at a critical level due to the high cost of and availability of housing needs; and  
 
WHEREAS no housing strategy can succeed without stable, multi-year funding that will achieve 
sustainable and lasting results;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Government adopt a National Housing Strategy with a mandate to 
increase the availability of both affordable and supportive housing to meet current and future 
needs.  
 
Liberal Party of Prince Edward Island  
Liberal Party of Canada in Alberta  
Seniors Liberal Commission  
National Women’s Liberal Commission  
National Liberal Caucus  
 

Liberal Action:  
 
Everywhere across the country that the Urban Communities Caucus travelled, affordable 
housing was top of the list of priorities. The resulting report makes the following 
recommendations to the Leader in this regard:  
 
The Urban Communities Caucus recommends:  
 
5. Liberal Ministers responsible for Infrastructure, Housing, Environment, Justice, and 
Health work with both provincial and municipal leaders to coordinate strategies to deal 
with the multi-disciplinary problems facing Canadian cities and communities.  

6. A Liberal government maintain funding for housing by sustaining current levels of 
Investment  

7. A Liberal government develop a national housing strategy in collaboration with  
provincial and municipal governments .  

8. A Liberal government make unused housing stock (ie. decommissioned military bases) 
available for conversion into affordable housing.  

9. A Liberal government's investments in housing should be green investments that 
minimize energy costs in low-income and social housing.  

 
In addition to the Urban Communities Caucus Report in December 2007, the 2008 Election 
platform, An Action Plan for the 21st Century, contained details of the affordable housing plan.  
 
Individual MPs have pressed for new and improved federal/provincial agreements.  
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112) Rural Affairs Ministry  

WHEREAS outbound migration has had a devastating effect on the social, economic and 
cultural identity of our rural communities from coast to coast; and  
 
WHEREAS youth have been forced to relocate to urban areas due to a lack of employment 
opportunities, causing rural communities the loss of their vitality, exuberance and enthusiasm; 
and  
 
WHEREAS rural areas face particular difficulties in the state of their population’s health, the 
availability of health services, the additional costs for post-secondary education and general 
underdevelopment; and  
 
WHEREAS the unique complexities of rural issues require a dedicated voice at the federal 
Cabinet table to speak passionately and specifically to the needs of all rural Canadians; and  
 
WHEREAS within the Department of Agriculture and Agri-Food, there is a singularity of purpose 
that focuses primarily on matters pertaining to agriculture policy; and  
 
WHEREAS rural policy is more than agricultural policy and we believe that this reality must be 
better reflected in national structures of Canadian governance;  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada supports the creation of a 
federal Rural Affairs Minister that would seek to consolidate resources servicing the unique 
needs of rural Canada. That the Minister would advocate for rural Canada as a whole; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Liberal Party of Canada define its vision and action 
plan for the future of rural areas; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada supports the establishment of a 
Rural Economic Development Fund that would seek to support new business ventures in small 
communities; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Liberal Party of Canada supports the development of a 
policy that provides for fair representation of government services and jobs in rural communities.  
 

National Liberal Caucus  
New Brunswick Liberal Association  

 
Liberal Action:  

Support was articulated in reports prepared for the Leader entitled Empowering Canadian 
Farmers in the Marketplace and Canadian Farmers: Targeted Action for Results and the report 
developed by Rural Caucus entitled, Rural Canada Sharing the Wealth Beyond Tomorrow. 
 
The 2008 Liberal election platform, An Action Plan for the 21st Century, “Strong Rural and 
Northern Canada” outlined many proposals to strengthen rural Canada.  
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132) Resolution on Cancer Prevention and the Environment  
 
WHEREAS the Government of Canada is responsible for both the protection of the health of its 
citizens (through regulating food safety and disclosing information), and the protection of its 
environment; and  
 
WHEREAS, in Canada, there has been a sharp rise in cancer since the 1970s such that one 
third of Canadian females and half of Canadian males will develop cancer; and  
 
WHEREAS to prevent cancer we must avoid introducing carcinogens into our bodies from the air 
we breathe, the water we drink and the food we eat; and  
 
WHEREAS current regulations in Canada allow toxic chemicals to remain on the market and be 
released into the environment indefinitely, there being no goals or timelines for their elimination;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the next Liberal government establish and fund a national cancer registry 
and (in cooperation with provincial cancer registries) test each patient’s level of chemical 
contamination and record his/her occupational and environmental history; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the next Liberal government immediately enact product-
labelling laws requiring the disclosure of all known or probable carcinogens so that Canadian 
consumers can make informed choices; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the next Liberal government amend the Canadian 
Environmental Protection Act (CEPA):  
  
1. to shift the burden of proof onto industry to prove that a chemical can be used safely 
before it is allowed on the market or its continued use is permitted;  

2. to oblige industry to submit safety and health data for assessment by Health Canada and 
Environment Canada and for peer review;  

3. to regulate toxic chemicals that may be released during the use or disposal of consumer 
products;  

4. to require industry to replace toxic substances with safer or non-toxic substitutes;  

5. to establish timelines for eliminating carcinogens, endocrine disruptors and respiratory, 
reproductive and neurological toxins from use, release, manufacture, disposal and 
recycling in Canada, achieving a 50% reduction by 2010 and virtual elimination by 2015; 
and  

6. to conform with recommendations from both Health Canada and Environment Canada 
that stain repellents (known as perfluorinated chemicals or PFCs) and brominated flame 
retardants (PBDEs), chemicals associated with cancer, developmental problems, 
respiratory illnesses and damage to the nervous system, be eliminated in Canada and 
their manufacture and import prohibited.  

 
National Women’s Liberal Commission (NWLC)  
Liberal Party of Canada (Québec) 
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Liberal Action:  
 
The Liberal government put into place a review of the 20,000 chemicals currently in use in 
Canada.  That review was completed in 2006 and submitted to then Environment Minister Rona 
Ambrose.  Since that time the Liberal Party has been aggressively demanding that the 
government take action to regulate the 4,000 chemicals that the study identified as requiring 
regulation. 
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Group III 
 
7) Small Arms and Light Weapons Proliferation  
 
WHEREAS the unhindered global trade of small arms and light weapons (SALW), and their 
munitions has been recognized as having disrupting effects on economic, social and political 
development, as well as security at all levels; and  
 
WHEREAS the unhindered global trade of SALW and munitions helps fuel permanent war-time 
economies which are linked to both the illicit global trade of natural resources, such as blood 
diamonds, on the black market and to gross violations of human rights and humanitarian law; 
and  
 
WHEREAS 45 out of 49 wars since 1990 have been fought exclusively with SALW, while 
causing 90% of war-related deaths, resulting in millions of casualties, while 2 million children 
have been killed by small arms since 1990; and  
 
WHEREAS these and other devastating effects of the unhindered global trade in SALW and 
munitions have been recognized by the United Nations, countless humanitarian agencies, 
NGOs, academics, and the countless victims around the world; and  
 
WHEREAS Canada has played a historical role in the advancement of international law, peace, 
security, and human security as evident in the creation of international peacekeeping operations, 
the International Criminal Court, and the Ottawa Convention banning anti-personnel land mines;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that The Liberal Party of Canada urges the Government of Canada to 
immediately begin exploring avenues for the creation of an international convention regulating 
the global trade in small arms and light weapons and munitions; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that The Liberal Party of Canada urges the Government of 
Canada to immediately begin advocating the creation of such a convention to other members of 
the international community and to open dialogues to discuss means of creating such a 
convention; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that The Liberal Party of Canada urges the Government of 
Canada to recognize its international commitments in having signed the United Nations firearms 
Protocol and hereby commits to ratifying the Protocol at the soonest possible date.  
 
Young Liberals of Canada  
 
Liberal Action:  
 
None taken  
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72) Training in a Second Official Language  
 
WHEREAS in 2001, 4.3 million Canadians reported using French at work and 14.3 million 
Canadians reported using English at work; and  
 
WHEREAS the rich heritages of the French-and English-speaking residents of Canada have 
contributed to Canada’s multicultural society; and  
 
WHEREAS to encourage unity, Canadians must address barriers that divide our nation, of which 
language is considered by some to be most divisive;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Young Liberals of Canada urge the Liberal Party of Canada to 
advocate for the establishment of a national fund, the intent of which will be the elimination of 
post-secondary tuition fees for one second official language course per Canadian student, per 
academic year, if said student enrolls in a second official language course; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a cap of four courses per student shall be funded.  
 
Young Liberals of Canada  
 
Liberal Action:  
 
Little progress. Many Anglophones and some Francophones disappointed with this file.  
 
The 2008 election platform, An Action Plan for the 21st Century, contained several 
commitments to better access to Canada’s two official languages but nothing specific to this 
resolution. 
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82) Gender Parity  
 
WHEREAS The Liberal Party of Canada (LPC) has long championed gender equity in its 
policies and gender parity in Canadian politics; and  
 
WHEREAS in order to achieve these objectives, the LPC needs a clear plan of action with 
concrete goals;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the LPC adopt a plan of action to achieve gender parity in both the Party 
and Parliament within three general elections; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this plan include implementing the following 
recommendations to:  
 
1. Strengthen the national and regional Women’s Commissions and require the Leader to 
consult them when appointing women candidates and approving nominations.  
 

2. Establish a dedicated position within the Leader’s Office to:  
i. Coordinate the work of the Liberal Party and Caucus to attain gender parity in both 
the Party and Parliament; and  

ii. Conduct gender-based analyses of all Party policies and proposals, including 
campaign platforms and convention resolutions.  

 
3. Ensure that 52% of Liberal MPs are women within three general elections through 
specific targets and timetables to be established by the leader of the Liberal Party in 
consultation with the provincial women’s commissions and the executive of the National 
Women’s Commission.  

 
Liberal Party of Canada (Québec) 
National Liberal Women’s Commission  
 

Liberal Action: 
 
Within Parliament Caucus members aggressively questioned the government on its undermining 
of pay equity for women within the public service. 
 
It is institutionalized that a member of the Leader’s policy staff is dedicated to gender issues and 
ensures that gender-based analysis is included in policy development. 
 
During the 2008 election, the Leader established a goal of 33% female candidates and 
surpassed that objective with 113 out of 308 candidates being women. 
 
 


